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Headteacher's Message 

 

I don’t know where this term has gone! To say we have been busy 

in school would be a huge understatement. There has been so 

much fantastic learning going on throughout the school as well as 

lots of lovely enrichment and wellbeing activities – made all the 

more enjoyable when the sun decides to join us! Those of you who 

have joined our celebration assemblies on Friday mornings have 

been able to see array of excellence across the year groups. It is always a delight to share 

achievements and feelings of pride with the children in both their learning and their other 

interests beyond school.  

At the start of this term, each class began a new topic. Tala have been learning all about 

sunflowers and have particularly enjoyed their science lessons, exploring everything there is to 

know about minibeasts. Torak have been investigating ancient civilisations, looking at the 

founding of civilisations with a focus on ancient Sumer. They have also been doing some really 

exciting writing and publishing their stories inspired by The Great Choco-plot! Tundra have 

learned about Britain at War, starting with an exploration of the wars throughout British history 

before narrowing their focus to World War One. They have particularly enjoyed getting creative 

and producing some beautiful war-inspired artwork, including tissue paper poppies and soldier 

silhouettes.  

Next term, the topics in each class will be: 

Tala: Marvellous Monarchs 

Torak: Ancient Civilisations (Ancient Egypt) 

Tundra: Britain at War (World War Two) 

As many of you know, year 6 completed their SATs last week and all did really well. The tests 

always come with a certain anxiety (for the adults as well as the children!) and it is a big relief 

to have them out of the way now. I can’t believe we are once again down to the final few weeks 

of the year 6’s time at Beenham. To reward their hard work and celebrate the end of primary 

school, they have a lot to look forward to next term, including a residential trip to Croft Farm, 

their leavers’ trip and transition days to their new schools.  

I am really looking forward to the next term and seeing the year out in a positive way. I would 

like to take this opportunity, once again, to thank you for the support I have received in stepping 

into my new role as well as the ongoing support for the school. 

I hope you all have a peaceful half-term and I look forward to seeing you on Monday 3rd June. 

 

Take care,  

 

 

Miss Sophie McBean 



The Beenham Way 

 

 

Value of the Term: Confidence 

 

Our 6 key values are: confidence, independence, co-operation, care, responsibility and resilience. 

Our affirmations for confidence 

 



PSHE (Personal, Social and Health Education) and RSE (Relationships 

and Sex Education) 

 

This term, all children across the school have been covering the topic Relationships. Next term, the 

children will be looking at 'Changing Me'. There will be a letter sent home at the beginning of next term 

about these lessons as there is the option to withdraw children from certain aspects of this topic. 

 If you wish to find out more about our PSHE and RSE curriculum, please visit our school website: 

https://www.beenhamprimary.co.uk/pshe-1/ 

Wellbeing and Safeguarding 

 

 

If you have any concerns about the wellbeing or safety of a child during the school holidays, please see 

our school website on how to share your concerns https://www.beenhamprimary.co.uk/safeguarding/ 

Beenham Primary School is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of all children and 

young people and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment. 

• We are fully committed to ensuring that consistent effective safeguarding procedures are in place 

to support children, families, and staff at school. 

• We ensure that all staff receive appropriate training, guidance, and support to undertake the 

effective safeguarding of children. 

• We use an up-to-date recording system which ensures any concerns are immediately passed 

through the designated safeguarding leaders within the school.      

Our Lead Designated Safeguarding Lead is Miss Sophie McBean. 

Our Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead is Mrs Bev Sharp. 

https://www.beenhamprimary.co.uk/pshe-1/


 



 

 

 

 



School Attendance 

 

With the significant loss of education over the past few years, it is more important than ever for your 

child to be in school.  

If your child is absent 1 day per week, this equates to 2 months of learning lost every year. 95% 

attendance is deemed good attendance at school, this still means that 10 days (2 school weeks) are 

lost each year. 

Not achieving regular attendance at school impacts your child in many ways: 

• Falling behind in learning as knowledge and skills will be taught in sessions they miss. 

• A loss of enjoyment of learning and motivation 

• Less chance of success at GCSE 

• Increased likelihood of poor behaviour 

• Missed opportunities of social life at school and extracurricular activities 

• Negative effect on ability to have or maintain friendships. 

 

Holidays during term time 

You must get permission from the headteacher if you want to take your child out of school during term 

time. Please contact the school office to complete a holiday request form. 

Headteachers will only grant a leave of absence during term time in exceptional circumstances. It's up to 

the headteacher how many days your child can be away from school if leave is granted. 

You can be subject to legal action, including fines for taking your child on holiday during term time 

without the school's permission. If we believe you are on holiday but report your child as ill, we can 

request medical evidence to avoid administering a fine. 

 

http://www.gov.uk/school-attendance-absence/legal-action-to-enforce-school-attendance


Reading at Beenham Primary School 

 

Home School Reading Books 

Please spend time hearing your child read each evening, it's important that children get an opportunity to 

practise their decoding of words using their phonics or reading aloud to an adult to develop their fluency. 

Reading records are provided for adults to record when they hear their child read or for independent 

readers to record a summary or review of what they have read. 

Unfortunately, we are limited in the amount of phonics reading books we have as we purchase high 

quality books which match our phonics scheme. As a result, they are expensive, and we will have to ask 

parents to contribute towards the cost of replacing them if your child's is damaged or lost. 

 

Inclusion News 

 

Everyone is welcome at this school, there are no outsiders.  

At Beenham Primary School, we celebrate our differences and have created a culture of acceptance and 

support which relies on adults modelling this. Even when things get difficult, we won't stop supporting 

any child, instead we adapt our practice and support them in the best way possible to meet their needs. 

 

What is Autism? 

Autism is a lifelong condition which can affect social and communication skills. As Autism is a spectrum 

condition, every Autistic person is affected differently. Autism is a lifelong condition which can affect 

social and communication skills. As Autism is a spectrum condition, every Autistic person is affected 

differently. 

Autistic children can have differences with their social and communication skills, although this is not the 

same for everyone. Some Autistic children may find it difficult to perceive the world around them. Some 

may find it hard to read or understand the emotions of others. 



Some Autistic children have excellent memories - they can remember facts, be very precise with detail 

and can follow schedules and routines. However, this is not the same for everyone on the Autism 

Spectrum. 

Autistic people may learn a lot about a topic they like, which could be anything! 

Most Autistic children go to mainstream school, while others require support at special schools. 

We are fortunate as a school to be supported by the local authorities Autism Advisory Service, we had an 

advisor who comes in to run and support sessions each fortnight. 

If you would like any further information on Autism, please visit www.autismberkshire.org.uk  

 

http://www.autismberkshire.org.uk/


 

Our SENCo is Miss Reid, she is contactable by email: senco@beenham.w-berks.sch.uk   

Please use this email address if you wish to book an appointment with Miss Reid to discuss any 

concerns you may have about your child's development or learning. 

Dates for the Diary 

 

 

 

Adults are welcome to join our celebration assembly each Friday at 08:50  

 

Term 6 

3rd June     Term begins 

3rd – 5th June     Tundra residential trip 

3rd – 14th June     Year 4 multiplication check fortnight 

10th – 14th June     Year 1 phonics check and year 2 resits week 

12th June     School photos 

13th June     KS2 Englefield Estate day 

28th June     Beenham’s Got Talent! 

 

8th July       Year 6 leavers’ trip 

12th July     Sports day (AM) and colour run (PM) 

19th July     Whole-school trip to Windsor Castle 

24th July     Leavers’ assembly and party; end of term – finish at 2pm! 

mailto:senco@beenham.w-berks.sch.uk


April Birthdays 

Happy Birthday to: 

Annie-Rose – Torak 

Lottie R – Tala 

Finley – Tala 

Cameron – Torak 

Henry – Tundra  

Dexter – Tala  

Genevieve – Torak  

George – Tundra  

Mrs Appleby 

 

May Birthdays 

Happy birthday to: 

Felix – Tundra  

Megan – Torak  

Lottie M – Tala  

Mrs Paxford 

Mrs Cox 

 

Social Media  

 

 

Beenham Primary School is now on Twitter, Facebook and Instagram, please follow @beenhamprimary 

to keep up to date with the latest information about the school and our children's learning. 

Our school website can be accessed via: www.beenhamprimary.co.uk  

http://www.beenhamprimary.co.uk/

